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Whether you're writing a steamy erotic novel, or a romantic novel and want to take the reader

beyond the bedroom door, writing a convincing sex scene can be one of the most difficult

challenges for any fiction writer. How to Write Erotic Fiction and Sex Scenes is a practical guide to

help every writer rise to this challenge.
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Ashley Lister's "How to Write Erotica and Sex Scenes" might best be described as "Erotic Writing

101". It makes a near-ideal primer for those just entering the strange, bewildering world of that more

unconventional creative endeavor known as genre erotica. A well-known author, poet, editor and

educator in Britain, Lister has apparently transcribed one of his own writing courses--as evidenced

by the odd typographical style of the print edition, in which the author's own words appear in

quotation marks. (First time I've ever seen that! An excess of humility, perhaps?) Material is

presented matter-of-factly, and everything is very much to the point. Perhaps a little too much so, as

the book seems rather dry in spots, akin to a rudimentary classroom syllabus. Topics are laid out

neatly and patly at the beginning of each chapter, discussed briefly in the middle, and cursorily

summarized at the end. Serious-minded readers (a student is literally "one who is eager"after all)

may well appreciate this more formal, stripped down, academic approach. I wonder, though, if this

same approach might well discourage the ones who need a book like this the most; those casually

laid-back, if no-less curious or potentially talented auditors lurking in the back row, waiting to be

inspired?Lister has included frequent and generous examples of "good practice", excepts of



first-rate erotic fiction drawn from the top of the A-list; the work of some of the most talented writers

in the business sprinkled like cereal-box prizes throughout the text. Yet, at times, one might have

wished for more in the way of inspiration from the author himself. Then too, I would have liked to

see expanded and more deeply probing discussions of certain topics.
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